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Macular Disease Patients Receive Global Support in Vancouver
- AMD Alliance International garners Global endorsement for Macular Disease Patient Charter -

Vancouver, BC, May 27, 2008 – A bill of rights for macular disease patients is now available. The Macular Disease Patient Charter was fully endorsed by the international Board when it was presented at the 2008 AMD Alliance International's (AMDAI) annual congress, held in Vancouver earlier this month.

"This is a tremendous step forward for people living with macular disease, wherever they may be around the world," said MacDonald (Don) Curran, international spokesperson for AMDAI, and himself living with macular disease. "With the Patient Charter endorsed and embraced as a guide for patient rights, awareness, diagnosis and treatment will drastically improve around the world as people advocate for the vision services and supports they so desperately need to maintain their independence "  
“There is no doubt people with vision loss, including macular disease, will become more vocal proponents of the services they need in future” Curran continued.  “As visually impaired seniors, we now have the ability to be very loud and clear about what we need to continue to lead meaningful independent lives!” 

According to the World Health Organization, 30 million people worldwide have macular degeneration,
a number that will skyrocket in future, given the aging population. In fact, approximately 500,000 people globally are losing their vision each year due to AMD.

"Awareness of this disease is starting to gather momentum in the developed world," said Dr. Keith Gordon, CNIB's Head of Research and Representative of the AMDAI. "But we still need governments around the world to make the best treatments accessible to patients who've lost their vision because of AMD, regardless of income, age or stature.”

The Macular Disease Patient Charter outlines the rights of people with macular disease in four essential areas: awareness, prevention and cure; diagnosis, treatment, and follow-up supports such as low vision rehabilitation. 

To summarize the rights in the Charter: The public has the right to know about the growing incidence of macular disease in order that they may take timely and possibly preventative action, and people living with macular disease have the right to:

· publicly supported research into causes and cures;
· timely diagnosis of macular disease;
· access to proven treatments, and 
· understanding of available after-care support.

About AMDAI
AMD Alliance International takes action on behalf of those affected by macular disease. We are a membership organization consisting of 60 of the world’s leading vision, seniors and research organizations in 22 countries, including Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom and United States.
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For more information or to speak with someone about the Macular Disease Patient Charter, please contact:

info@amdalliance.org 
416 486-2500, extension 7505

